










Robert Geddes comments after receiving CSU Award (March 20, 2019) 

Thanks to you, Lance, and thanks to you, Aliye, for this splendid Award and this happy 

event.  

There are smiles inside this beautiful building. But, outside, for most people, these are 

dark times. We are living in "The Age of Fracture," according to historian Dan Rodgers. 

It was not always this way. My recollections of previous UN Habitat events in New York 

include our "Conference on Cities in North America” in preparation for UN Habitat II 

Istanbul (1996), and the follow-up events of a civic partnership, "Crosstown 116" with its 

cheerful title, "Bringing Habitat II Home, from Istanbul to Harlem." 

Ever since my HGSD collaborative thesis in 1950, I have simultaneously led three 

professional lives: architect, urbanist, and academic.  As an architect and urbanist, my 

work is available on my website, especially Liberty State Park and the Philadelphia 

Center City Plan. 

 As a teacher, Architecture 101 has been my pride and joy. It was first taught the 1820's 

by Joseph Henry, a scientist, first director of the Smithsonian. Then, it was taught by 

Alan Marquand, a philosopher of logic at Johns Hopkins who was recruited by 

Princeton's president, John McCosh, to create a new field of study, Art History. Later, it 

was taught as cultural study by George Rowley, a brilliant historian of both European 

Renaissance and Chinese art.  

Then, in 1965, in Princeton's new School of Architecture, a new Architecture 101 was 

launched: “Introduction to the Man-made Environment.” It sought the integration of 

buildings, landscapes and cities,  an environment  that was not fractured. 

 


